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Task 1. You are going to read the text aloud. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, 
and then be ready to read it aloud. Remember that you will not have more than 2 minutes for 
reading aloud. 

  

Do you know why it is hot in the summer and cold in the winter? Most people believe that it is 
because the Earth is closer to the Sun in the summer and farther from it in the winter. But it is not 
like this at all! In fact, the distance between the Earth and the Sun is largest in July and smallest in 
January! Scientists suggest that the reason for different summer and winter temperatures is the 
angle of the Sun’s rays. In the summer, the rays reach the Earth almost at a right angle. Due to this, 
the rays are not spread out and a smaller area of the planet's surface gets the energy. In the winter, 
the angle changes and the Sun’s rays are spread out over a larger area. Besides this, the long 
nights and short days do not give enough time for the land to warm up. 

 

 

 


